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The Apostle Paul wrote passionately and
intentionally to inform his readers of the
truth and to move them to seek out and
follow God'’s will for their lives.

In the past, | have read Paul’s letters as if | was reading a letter of my
own from summer camp when | was 15! | read the letters he wrote
while in prison as if they were written quickly with no real purpose
beyond, “Hello. I’'m doing well, despite my circumstances. Hope
you’re doing well too.” But Paul’s letters were written with great
intentionality and structured so that we can grasp his intent and
progress with his purpose in writing them.

The chart below is a chiastic view of how Paul organized the first
three chapters in Ephesians. This Fall, we will dig into the rich details
of these words and apply their truths to our lives. The chart will help
us remember where we are in the context of the whole letter as we
study and meditate on small sections within it.

The goal of our time in Ephesians is the same goal that Paul had for
his original readers — that we would grow individually and grow
together in unity as we mature in our walk with Jesus. This is my
hope and my prayer for us all.

-- Pastor Doug Bunn

2022 Fall Focus:
UNITY

Eph 4:14-16 “Then we will

no longer be infants, tossed
back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there
by every wind of teaching
and by the cunning and
craftiness of men in their
deceitful scheming. Instead,
speaking the truth in love,
we will in all things grow up
into him who is the Head,
that is Christ. From him the
whole body, joined and
held together by every
supporting ligament, grows
and builds itself up in love,
as each part does its work.”

EPHESIANS 1-3 CHIASTIC STRUCTURE

Vi\g P Praise (1:3-14)
=% | Prayer (1:15-23)
(@44 l You were children serving the wrong ruler. (2:1-10)

B}l You lived as foreigners from God'’s nation. (2:11-18)

You are now fellow citizens with God's people
and members of God’s house. (2:19-22)

By Paul as an apostle to the foreigners (gentiles). (3:1-8)

Paul sent to enlighten everyone of God's
plan to create a family. (3:9-13)

=¥ Prayer (3:14-19)

/i Praise (3:20-21)

Section 1: Ephesians 1-3

This diagram provides a visual
representation of a chiasm --

a literary device that presents a
series of ideas and then repeats
them in the opposite order.

This technique is used widely
throughout scripture to reinforce
the message and intent of

the writer.

While this is Pastor Doug’s view
of Ephesians 1-3, appreciation

to Tim Mackie’s, Bible Project
podcast on Ephesians, as well as
William Larkin’s book, “Ephesians:
A Handbook on the Greek Text”,
both of whose insights are
reflected in this diagram.
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